
Police Act 1996 – As Amended – 22
nd

 March 2010 

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

Section 18 – Supply of goods and services  
(1) Subsections (1) to (3) of section 1 of the Local Authorities (Goods and Services) Act 1970 (c. 39)(supply of goods and services by local authorities)—  

(a) shall apply, with the modification set out in subsection (2), to a police authority established under section 3 of this Act and to the Metropolitan 
Police Authority as they apply to a local authority; and  

(b) shall also apply with that modification in their application to the Common Council of the City of London in its capacity as the police authority for 
the City of London police force.  

(2) The modification is that references in those subsections to a public body shall be read as references to any person. 

(3) A police authority may not enter into an agreement with another police authority under section 1 of the 1970 Act in respect of a matter which could be the 
subject of a police authority collaboration agreement. 

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 S. 18 substituted (1.10.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), ss. 101, 108(2)-(5); S.I. 2002/2306, art. 2(f)(x); (3) added by 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 enacted March 2010. 

Editorial Information 
X1 S. 18: With effect from 1.1.2000 s. 18 became subsumed by new cross-heading " The metropolitan police and forces outside 
London". Versions of this provision as it stood at any time before that date cannot be accessed directly by navigation from this 
version. To view those versions, it is recommended that users either conduct an 'advanced search' specifying an 'as at' date 
earlier than 1.1.2000 or navigate via the Part I heading. 

Section 24 – Aid of one police force by another  
(1) The chief officer of police of any police force may, on the application of the chief officer of police of any other police force, provide constables or other 
assistance for the purpose of enabling the other force to meet any special demand on its resources.  

(2) If it appears to the Secretary of State to be expedient in the interests of public safety or order that any police force should be reinforced or should receive 
other assistance for the purpose of enabling it to meet any special demand on its resources, and that satisfactory arrangements under subsection (1) cannot 
be made, or cannot be made in time, he may direct the chief officer of police of any police force to provide such constables or other assistance for that 
purpose as may be specified in the direction.  

(3) While a constable is provided under this section for the assistance of another police force he shall, notwithstanding section 10(1), be under the direction 
and control of the chief officer of police of that other force.  

(4) The police authority maintaining a police force for which assistance is provided under this section shall pay to the police authority maintaining the force 
from which that assistance is provided such contribution as may be agreed upon between those authorities or, in the absence of any such agreement, as may 
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be provided by any agreement subsisting at the time between all police authorities generally, or, in the absence of such general agreement, as may be 
determined by the Secretary of State.  

[F1(4A) This section shall apply in relation to the Strategic Rail Authority, the British Transport Police Force and the Chief Constable of that Force as it applies to a 
police authority, a police force and a chief officer of police respectively, and accordingly the reference in subsection (3) to section 10(1) shall be construed, in a case 
where constables are provided by that Chief Constable, as including a reference to the scheme made under section 132 of the Railways Act 1993 (c. 43).]  

[F2(5) This section shall apply in relation to the Service Authority for the National Crime Squad, the National Crime Squad and the Director General of that Squad as it 
applies to a police authority, a police force and a chief officer of police respectively, and accordingly the reference in subsection (3) to section 10(1) shall be 
construed, in a case where constables are provided by the Director General of the National Crime Squad, as including a reference to section 56(1) of the Police Act 
1997.]  

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 S. 24(4A) inserted (14.12.2001) by 2001 c. 24, ss. 101, 127(2)(f), Sch. 7 para. 22 

F2 S. 24(5) added (1.4.1998) by 1997 c. 50, s. 134(1), Sch. 9 para. 74; S.I. 1998/354, art. 2(2)(ay) 

Section 25 – Provision of special services  
(1) The chief officer of police of a police force may provide, at the request of any person, special police services at any premises or in any locality in the police 
area for which the force is maintained, subject to the payment to the police authority of charges on such scales as may be determined by that authority.  

[F1(1A) The Chief Constable of the British Transport Police Force may provide special police services at the request of any person, subject to the payment to 
the Strategic Rail Authority of charges on such scales as may be determined by that Authority.]  

F2(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 S. 25(1A) inserted (14.12.2001) by 2001 c. 24, ss. 101, 127(2)(f), Sch. 7 para. 23 

F2 S. 25(2) repealed (3.7.2000) by 1999 c. 29, ss. 325, 423, Sch. 27 para. 80, Sch. 34 Pt. VII (with Sch. 12 para. 9(1)); S.I. 
2000/1648, art. 2, Sch. 

Section 26 – Provision of advice and assistance to international organisations etc  
(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a police authority may provide advice and assistance—  

(a) to an international organisation or institution, or  
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(b) to any other person or body which is engaged outside the United Kingdom in the carrying on of activities similar to any carried on by the authority 
or the chief officer of police for its area.  

(2) The power conferred on a police authority by subsection (1) includes a power to make arrangements under which a member of the police force 
maintained by the authority is engaged for a period of temporary service with a person or body within paragraph (a) or (b) of that subsection.  

(3) The power conferred by subsection (1) shall not be exercised except with the consent of the Secretary of State or in accordance with a general 
authorisation given by him.  

(4) A consent or authorisation under subsection (3) may be given subject to such conditions as appear to the Secretary of State to be appropriate.  

(5) Nothing in this section authorises a police authority to provide any financial assistance by—  

(a) making a grant or loan,  

(b) giving a guarantee or indemnity, or  

(c) investing by acquiring share or loan capital.  

(6) A police authority may make charges for advice or assistance provided by it under this section.  

F1(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(8) The provisions of this section are without prejudice to the M1Police (Overseas Service) Act 1945 F2. . . .  

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 S. 26(7) repealed (3.7.2000) by 1999 c. 29, ss. 325, 423, Sch. 27 para. 81, Sch. 34 Pt. VII (with Sch. 12 para. 9(1)); S.I. 

2000/1648, art. 2, Sch. 

F2 Words in s. 26(8) repealed (17.6.2002) by International Development Act 2002 (c. 1), ss. 19, 20(2), Sch. 4 (with Sch. 5 para. 
5); S.I. 2002/1408, art. 2 

Marginal Citations 
M1 9 & 10 Geo. 6 c. 17.  

Section 92 – Grants by local authorities  
(1) The council of a county, district, county borough [F1 London borough, parish or community] may make grants to any police authority established under 
section 3 whose police area falls wholly or partly within the [F1council’s area].  

(2) The council of a London borough, county, [F2 district or parish] which falls wholly or partly within the metropolitan police district may make grants for police 
purposes to the [F3 Metropolitan Police Authority].  
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(3) Grants under this section may be made unconditionally or, with the agreement of the chief officer of police for the police area concerned, subject to 
conditions.  

(4) This section applies to the Council of the Isles of Scilly as it applies to a county council.  

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 Words in s. 92(1) substituted (19.5.1997) by 1997 c. 29, s. 31(2); S.I. 1997/1097, art. 3(a) 

F2 Words in s. 92(2) substituted (19.5.1997) by 1997 c. 29, s. 31(2); S.I. 1997/1097, art. 3(a) 

F3 Words in s. 92(2) substituted (3.7.2000) by 1999 c. 29, s. 325, Sch. 27 para. 100 (with Sch. 12 para. 9(1)); S.I. 2000/1648, art. 
2, Sch. 

Section 93 – Acceptance of gifts and loans  
(1) A police authority may, in connection with the discharge of any of its functions, accept gifts of money, and gifts or loans of other property, on such terms 
as appear to the authority to be appropriate.  

(2) The terms on which gifts or loans are accepted under subsection (1) may include terms providing for the commercial sponsorship of any activity of the 
police authority or of the police force maintained by it.  

F1(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Annotations: 

Amendments (Textual) 
F1 S. 93(3) repealed (3.7.2000) by 1999 c. 29, ss. 325, 423, Sch. 27 para. 101, Sch. 34 Pt. VII (with Sch. 12 para. 9(1)); S.I. 
2000/1648, art. 2, Sch. 

 


